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                               Prayer  

  You forsook temporal riches, earthly fame, and 
fleshly pleasure and freely chose a life of poverty 
and deprivation to become rich in spirit. Having 

tasted the momentary sweetness of sin, you 
foresaw the bitter end that awaits a life of self-
indulgence. Having stained your hands with the 

blood of your brother, you foretasted the anguish 
of hell. From this pit, you cried out to God Who 
raised you up as a testimony of His almighty 

power. In your ascent to near the Living God you 
did not spare yourself but willfully endured a life of 
hardship and struggle. By following the path of the 
Cross, your soul was empowered by the might of 

the Holy Spirit, your mind was illumined with the 
understanding of things divine, and your heart was 
filled with the burning love of God for thy fellow 

man. And though you lived in ancient times and in 
a distant land, today we find ourselves faced with 
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the same struggle to overcome the evil that lies 
within us. In these perilous times, we call on your 
prayers&#8212;help us! For our brothers and 

sisters are dying daily and our children are born 
hopeless in a world barren of Christian love. 
Amidst these trials, we waver because our faith is 

weak and we know not how to endure suffering 
courageously. Pray that we be strengthened to live 
uprightly, walking in the light of the holy Gospel, 

ever seeking to do the will of God. And in the 
dreadful day of judgment, pray that we may be 
received with His Unoriginate Son, and His most 
holy and life creating Spirit, to whom belongs all 

glory, honour and worship, now and ever and to 
the ages of ages. Amen.  
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